
THE GIFT OF HOPE
As we celebrate the Christmas season, we are 
reminded of how important our families are to us. 

We make great eff orts to gather close those who are near and dear 
to our hearts.  We may become nostalgic about the Christmases of 
our youth and remember fondly family gatherings around the tree 
reading the Christmas story from the old family Bible. For many 
of the men and women who will spend their Christmas season at 
Union Gospel Mission this year there are no such memories… For 
many there is no family.   

Corey and Susie, although they have been married now for 3 years, have never spent a Christmas together. For this 
young couple the dream of a family Christmas has always been out of reach, pushed aside by abuse, addiction and 
other dysfunctional behaviors. 

Corey

“At Christmas there were gifts…and then there was drinking and fi ghting.” For most of Corey’s childhood his dad was 
absent, when he was there physically he wasn’t much of a father. “There was a lot of drinking, yelling, beatings and 
broken promises. There were a lot of disappointments and it was really hard to connect. I did everything on my own. 
Everything I wanted to do with my dad, I did by myself.”

Susie

Christmas for Susie was a lonely time. Due to her mother’s drug addiction, she was raised as an only child by her 
grandmother. “I remember always wanting to go back to my mom, but she was doing her own thing. I only saw her 
every ten years growing up.  That caused a lot of abandonment issues in my life that I now 
take to other relationships. I didn’t really have friends I could call family until I was living on the 
streets. I’ve always been a loner.” 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding;
in all your ways submit to him,  and he will make your paths straight.   –  Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV)

Each bringing their own hurts, disappointment and addictions to the relationship, they found 
it seemingly impossible to have a successful marriage and family.  “We became strangers, 
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Union Gospel Mission, a Christ-centered 
ministry demonstrating God’s love by 
meeting physical, mental and spiritual 
needs of men, women and children in crisis. 
Proclaiming the Gospel of Christ in word and 
deed. 

Our desire is to help men and women break 
the cycle of homelessness and become 
participating members of our community as 
they learn to follow Christ by providing:

• Meals and shelter to homeless and hurting 
men, women and children.

• Recovery programs to overcome 
addictions and dysfunctional lifestyles.

• Educational and job readiness 
programs to equip men and women for 
employment. 

• Outreach programs to off er support, 
counseling, spiritual guidance and referral 
services.

• Aff ordable safe housing for graduates in 
transition.

Programs and Services
• Meals, Emergency Shelter, Clothing
• Assessment & Referral Services
• Addiction Recovery Programs
• Chapel Services & Bible Studies
• Individual & Group Counseling
• Adult Education
• Employment Services
• Dental Clinic
• Thrift Store
• Community Outreach
• Transitional Housing
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Restoring Hope … 
     Restoring Lives.

Visit us at ugmsalem.org or fi nd us on 

From the PresidentFrom the President
Jesus is the Reason for the Season!

The world around us celebrates in the joy of the Christmas season for many diff erent 
reasons. Most of them have nothing to do with the birth of Christ. But we rejoice in 
understanding the real reason for this season of celebration – knowing Christ and the 
new life that can be found in Him.  As we join with family and friends this month to 
celebrate the birth of our Savior and rejoice in His eternal gift, (“For God so loved the 
world that he gave us his one and only Son, that whoever believes in Him shall not 
perish but have eternal life“) we want to remember the men, women and children 
who come to us each and every day. 

Struggling with addictions and dysfunctional lifestyles, we want to not only meet their 
immediate needs of food and shelter, but meet their eternal needs of knowing their 
Savior.  I recently heard from Steven who had come to the Mission in the fall of 2007.  
He had been living on the streets drinking and using drugs.  He had lost everything . . 
. family, friends, and job.  He learned of the New Life Fellowship program and decided 
to join. In that Christmas season 4 years ago, Steven received the greatest gift of all . 
. . . the beginning of a life transformed following Christ. Since his time at the Mission, 
Steven has continued to grow and is involved with a local church; he has married and 
has a stable job in the community.  He shares that he is blessed that he found the 
Mission and for the compassionate and loving staff  that helped him realize he needed 
Jesus in his life. He also shared one of his favorite verses, “Now all glory to God, who 
is able, through his mighty power at work within us, to accomplish infi nitely more 
than we might ask or think.”  – Ephesians 3:20 (NLT)

As we celebrate the birth of our Savior, we thank you for your support and prayers.  
We thank you for helping us to share the Good News that can be found in knowing 
Jesus as Savior, and for helping us lead men, women and children in fi nding lasting 
transformation as they learn to follow Christ. 

We pray that you and your family experience the peace and joy 
found in Christ this Christmas. Thank you for helping us to provide 
hot nourishing meals, a warm safe place to sleep and life changing 
programs to those in need. 

                      Restoring Hope …
                     Restoring Lives,

“For to us a child is born, 
to us a son is given,

and the government will 
be on his shoulders.

And he will be called 
Wonderful Counselor

Mighty God 
Everlasting Father

Prince of Peace.” 
 – Isaiah 9:6 (NASB)

,
Michael J. Rideout, 
President/CEO
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Men’s Mission Needs 
Cherriots Go-Cards (daily bus passes)
Disposable Razors
Warm Men’s Clothing & Shoes
Ibuprofen / Tylenol
New Socks
Small Soap
Rain Gear

Men’s Mission Food Needs 
Ham
Potatoes
Margarine
Milk
Eggs
Cheese

Simonka Place Needs 
Cherriots Go-Cards (daily bus passes)
Hair Brushes
Denture Adhesive
Cold / Cough Medication
Pocket Tissue

CHANGED LIVES

(Fiscal YTD Sept '11 – Oct ‘11)

Meals Served ............................................... 24,309

Nights of Shelter .........................................11,091

Chapel Services ................................................ 239

Chapel Attendance  .....................................7,886

Counseling Sessions ....................................1,736

Learning Center Hours ................................1,117

Free Clothing Distributed

 Number Helped ........................................1,143

 Items of Clothing .....................................7,288

Men Entering Program .....................................18

Women Entering Program ................................ 1

Program Graduates ............................................. 0

Placed in Employment ....................................... 0

Placed in Housing ................................................ 0

Decisions for Christ ......................................... 109

Simonka Place Food Needs 
Cold Cereal
Granola Bars
Raisins
Cheese
Instant Soups

R.O.C. Needs 
Twin Mattresses
COATS - COATS-COATS 
      (Men’s, Women’s and Children’s)
Gloves
Pots / Pans
Blankets
Travel Size Toothpaste
Tooth Brushes
Small Soap
Small Shampoo
Diapers
Formula

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES

GET INVOLVED – VOLUNTEER
Union Gospel Mission of Salem relies on 
the compassionate generosity of our 
donors and volunteers. There are many 
needs and countless ways you can be a part 
of Restoring Hope and Restoring Lives. 

Let’s do it together!
Here are a few of the current needs:

Men’s Mission
URGENT
Foot Clinic: RN, LPN, CNA or EMT’s needed
Thursdays   8:30 – 11:30am 

Welcome Center Reception: Greet the 
guests and visit with them as they come 
to the Men’s Mission for assistance.
Mornings - Tuesdays

R.O.C. Outreach Center Needs 
Receptionists 
- Take phone calls & greet customers, making 
them feel welcome and ensuring a positive 
experience at the UGM R.O.C.

Personal Shoppers 
- Assist customers by helping them fi nd items 
that will meet their needs.

Need a fl exible schedule?
- We need volunteers to sort, hang, fold, stock 
items to get them ready for give-away. 
You can set your own hours.

MISSION NEEDS

Find out how you can lend a hand to the many needy men, women 
and children who come for help at the Union Gospel Mission each day.  
Please call Judi Lienemann at 503-362-3983 ext. 320 or email her at 
JudiL@ugmsalem.org to fi nd out how you can help meet the need.

Simonka Place 
Receptionists are needed for:
Mornings – Sundays & Saturdays
Evenings – Mondays, Fridays & Saturdays

Chapel Service: 
Presenters are needed for both Women’s 
and Children’s Chapel Services, held 
nightly 6:30-7:30pm.

Mission Store and 
Donation Warehouse
Hours and tasks are fl exible!
Monday – Saturday,  9:30am-5:00pm

All non-food items may be dropped off at the UGM Donation Center at 901 Front St. NE
Monday – Saturday 9:00 am - 4:30 pm. Food items may be dellivered directly to the site.




